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B iE
East Tilbury Coop - If you shop at the Coop
and present a loyalty card St Catherine’s
receives a donation. Thank you to all who have
supported  us to date . If you would like to help
the Church when shopping locally please
contact me for a card. Norman
Canon Paul Robinson was advised that
Dorothy Collen had died. He has just moved in
to a new apartment in Stalybridge Cheshire and
is in isolation as he shortly has to go in to
Hospital for a shoulder replacement operation.
Obviously unable to attend Dorothy’s funeral
Paul sends his love to all at St. Catherine’s.
In 2022 help an older person or a person with
a disability, to remain safer in their home.
Since 2019 Able Community Care, a Norfolk,
nationwide, Live-in Care Provider, has been
offering older people and people with a
disability, a free door sticker to deter unwanted
callers.
It is a fact that older and vulnerable people are
targeted by fraudulent traders, workmen and
fake ‘professional’ people such as conmen
advising they are
from the Water
Board, Gas
Board, NHS
Covid Dept., etc.
As many people
have told us, this
sticker on a door
does mean they walk back down the path.
To date we have given out nearly 80,000 door
stickers and if you know of an older person who

would like to have one, please email us at
info@ablecommunitycare.com telling us how
many you would like and the address to send
them to.
We are happy for you to share this offer on your
Facebook page or in your local magazine /
newsletter.
                Angela Gifford - Managing Director
Received from Saleh Saeed CEO of the
Disasters Emergency Appeal on 5th May.
Good afternoon,
I wanted to say a massive thank you to the UK
public for all you are doing to support people
affected by the conflict in Ukraine. Collectively,
you have helped raise an incredible £300 million,
including £25 million matched by the UK
Government, for the DEC Ukraine Humanitarian
Appeal. Your overwhelming generosity means
that as well as providing urgent assistance now,
we can help those affected by the conflict in the
months and years to come.
Right now, DEC charities and their local partners
are providing aid in Ukraine and in neighbouring
countries and are adapting to people's changing
needs as the situation evolves.
This is just the start. Your donations are
providing immediate relief where it's needed
right now and as the situation continues to unfold
in the months and years ahead.
Thank you for your support.
The church supported this appeal with donations
at our Lent lunches and throughout Holy Week.

A prayer for all those affected by corona virus
Keep us, good Lord, under the shadow of your mercy. Sustain and support the anxious, be with
those who care for the sick, and lift up all who are brought low; that we may find comfort knowing
that nothing can separate us from your love in Christ Jesus our Lord. Amen.



Reflections from The Rectory
On 6 February 2022, the 70th anniversary of her accession, Her Majesty
the Queen became the first British Monarch to celebrate a Platinum Jubi-
lee. The celebration of the Jubilee culminated in a special weekend of
events (Thursday 2 June to Sunday 5 June) including church services, the
Trooping of the Colour, concerts, the lighting of beacons, and other
events.

Her Majesty’s reign and life of service has been remarkable. And the Queen’s speech on
Christmas Day every year leaves us in no doubt that her Christian faith is fundamental to
who she is, how she sees the world and the Gospel of Christ she wants to share.
Her Majesty is an inspiration to many - myself included. And whilst I
cannot boast ever having met the Queen personally, I was invited to
attend a Service to Celebrate the Centenary of the Diocese of Chelms-
ford on Tuesday 6th May 2014, in the presence of Her Majesty the
Queen and His Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh. My Order of
Service and invitation to that event are prized possessions and I can
remember every detail of the day. The most thrilling moment for me was
singing the National Anthem in Her Majesty’s presence. When the
Queen is just a few feet away and you begin to sing, ‘God save our gra-
cious Queen…’ it takes on a much deeper meaning.
I’m sure like me you have watched a great many programmes throughout this Jubilee year
on the life and work of Her Majesty and many have included the speech that the then
Princess Elizabeth made on her 21st Birthday in South Africa. She said,
 “I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be devoted to
your service... But I shall not have strength to carry out this resolution alone unless you join
in it with me, as I now invite you to do: I know that your support will be unfailingly given.
God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you who are willing to share in it.”

Pr incess  E l i zabeth ,  21  Apr i l  1947
Perhaps the greatest service we can offer to the Queen is to remember her in our prayers.
Much has changed and is changing for her. But her resolve to continue in her service to God
and her people is remarkable and to be admired.

Gracious God, we give you thanks
for the reign of your servant Elizabeth our Queen,
and for the example of loving and faithful service
which she has shown among us.
Help us to follow her example of dedication
and to commit our lives to you and to one another,
through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Amen.

Every Blessing to all,



Parish of East and West Tilbury and Linford
Notes of the Annual Meeting of Parishioners & Annual Parochial Church Meeting

Held on Sunday 8th May 2022 at St. Catherine’s Church
Annual Meeting of Parishioners – 13 parishioners present.
Revd. Michèle Marshall opened the meeting with prayer.
Chris Ford was appointed clerk for the meeting by those present.
Apologies were received from Norman and Sheila King, Geraldine Riddles and Patricia Strong.
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May 2021 were approved and there were no matters
arising.
Colin Strong and Kathy Bird had been duly nominated to serve as churchwardens and had
declared there were no reasons why they could not stand for the post. They were elected
unopposed. Revd. Michèle thanked Colin and Kathy for their “over and above” service and
support.
The resolution that the next annual meeting would be held on Sunday 7th May 2023 unless
subsequently determined otherwise was passed.
Annual Parochial Church Meeting – 13 parishioners present.
Revd. Michèle Marshall confirmed that all present were on the parish electoral roll.
Chris Ford was appointed clerk for the meeting by those present.
Apologies were received from Norman and Sheila King, Geraldine Riddles and Patricia Strong.
The minutes of the meeting held on 23rd May 2021 were approved and there were no matters
arising.
The Parish reports had been circulated; Revd. Michèle highlighted the main points of the
statutory reports.

» The revised electoral roll stood at 51 members, 35 residents and 16 non- resi-
dents. Rev Michèle thanked Janice Fawsitt for her work as the electoral roll
officer.

» Revd. Michèle thanked the members of the outgoing PCC for their service and
noted that each meeting was reported in PEWTALK and that the minutes
were available for inspection at the back of St. Catherine’s. She went on to
thank Sheila King for her work as PCC Secretary.

» The examined accounts had been published and were accepted unanimously
by the meeting - they are now available on the parish website.

» Revd. Michèle thanked Norman for keeping a close eye on the finances.
» Revd. Michèle outlined the main points from Kathy’s Churchwardens’ report

on the Fabric, Goods and Ornaments of the church, which are regularly main-
tained and kept in good order. The proposed sale of the remaining part of the
West Tilbury churchyard was on-going and in the capable hands of Nathan
Whitehead at the Diocese office.



» The community payback team had not been able to help with churchyard main-
tenance for COVID related reasons.

» The Deanery Synod had continued to meet either in person or by “Zoom” and
Kim Ford explained the benefit of meeting with members of other churches.

» The non-statutory reports which reflect Parish life had been published. Chris
Ford noted that one omission was a report from June Schroeder on the
church’s support of the Childrens’ Society. June was asked to write something
for PEWTALK instead.

The meeting then went on to elect representatives of the Laity
         » Chris and Kim Ford had previously been elected to Deanery Synod for 3 years
 and are thereby automatically members of the PCC.
         » Having been duly proposed and nominated the representatives elected to
 serve for 1 year were Janice Fawsitt, Norman and Sheila King, Pamela Paint
 er, Geraldine Riddles and Patricia Strong. There are still four vacant places on
 the PCC.
         » Sides-people are now appointed by the PCC.
         » Colin Strong proposed that Peter Chandler be once again appointed as Indep
 endent Examiner of the Parish Accounts, this was seconded by Janice Fawsitt,
 and all voted in favour.

In her remarks Revd. Michèle reflected on what had been a another difficult year
for all with the regulations, restrictions and need to follow Government guidance during
the Covid-19 pandemic affecting both worship and parish life. She said she had been
supported by everyone and thanked the Churchwardens, all those who had maintained
the Foodbank service to the local community, the PCC, members of the cleaning team
and all who had kept her in their prayers.
At the end of Michèle's report Kathy thanked her for all she had done during a very
difficult 2021, this was greeted by rousing applause.
There being no other business the meeting resolved that next year’s meeting would be
held on Sunday 7th May 2023 unless subsequently determined otherwise.

“A Month in the Country”
By J. L. Carr

At our Easter open afternoon at St. Catherine’s (I think it was) I was in conversation
with one of our visitors. He was interested to know more about the framed patch of a
painting?? above the chancel arch. I said that I didn’t know what it was, perhaps part
of another coat of arms. If anyone does know definitively what it is I would love to
know. Anyhow after some further conversation about the changes that had been made
to the building, he recommended this book to me saying that the story related to a
church much like ours. While on holiday I read it. It concerns a soldier returning from
the 2nd World War and taking on a job to see if there was a medieval painting above a
church’s chancel arch.  I will say no more other than that I think it is well worth a read.

Chris Ford



Our Queen: 70 years of faith and service
As we celebrate the Jubilee during the weekend of Pentecost

As we enter the Queen’s Platinum Jubilee, let us look at  the Queen’s faith and join in with this
year’s celebrations
At the end of the year 2000 the Queen’s Christmas broadcast to the country and Commonwealth
included a speech that summed up Jesus’ life, death and resurrection, she said: “For me the
teachings of Christ and my own personal accountability before God provide a framework in
which I try to lead my life. I, like so many of you, have drawn great comfort in difficult times from
Christ’s words and example.”
We know the Queen had a formal role as the Head of the
Church of England, but that speech spoke openly of a deep, per-
sonal faith.
If you ever visit the Tower of London and look at the Crown Jew-
els you may be surprised to note that the Crown Jewels are cov-
ered in crosses: the crosses on the crowns, orb, sceptre and
ring speak symbolically of Christ’s reign over the earth.
And words to meditate on: “By the anointing God makes, blesses,
and consecrates me Queen: and I am till my dying day ‘his
anointed servant’. In the anointing God creates a new relationship
between himself and me, giving me for my use in this office just
those resources of his divine grace which I need to dispose hands
and heart and mind to do his will.”
As the extended Platinum Jubilee bank holiday weekend 2–5 June 2022 includes Pentecost
Sunday, the theme of anointing for service has inspired a new Platinum Jubilee anthem ‘Rise
up and serve’, which would be lovely to encourage churches to sing at the events celebrating
the Queen’s 70 years of faith and service.
Service to the country and Commonwealth has been the hallmark of the Queen’s 70-year reign.
In her 21st birthday address Princess Elizabeth, as she was then, asked for her people’s support
and God’s help: “I declare before you all that my whole life whether it be long or short shall be
devoted to your service…God help me to make good my vow, and God bless all of you who
are willing to share in it.”
In her first Christmas broadcast in 1952 she re-emphasised her dedication and asked for
prayer as she approached her Coronation: “Pray that God may give me wisdom and strength
to carry out the solemn promises I shall be making, and that I may faithfully serve him and
you, all the days of my life.”
It is a prayer God has answered.
Not everyone is a fan of the royals, but the Queen deserves our respect for her life of duty
and service. As a Christian, she has lots to teach us about putting faith into words in natural



ways that frequently point us to Jesus, and into action in her work to bring peace and recon-
ciliation close to home in her own family as well as between nations.
The Queen reminded us, in her 2016 Christmas broadcast, that: “Jesus Christ lived obscure-
ly for most of his life, and never travelled far. He was maligned and rejected by many, though
he had done no wrong. And yet, billions of people now follow his teaching and find in him the
guiding light for their lives. I am one of them because Christ’s example helps me see the val-
ue of doing small things with great love, whoever does them and whatever they themselves
believe.”
May we follow Jesus’ example this Platinum Jubilee Year, and for the rest of our lives.
With blessings
Kathy

It is perhaps not realised that the queen, as well as being the Supreme Governor of the Church
of England, is also the patron of our parish………….

Rogation Sunday Service at St Catherine’s Church, May 22nd at 3pm.
The service was enjoyed by members of our congregation, with live music from Grays Brass
Band. In total 18 people including band members enjoyed the sun, worship and refreshments
in St Catherine’s churchyard.
This is an ancient church festival usually the sixth Sunday after Easter, to seek blessing for
a community and its sustenance. The word rogation comes from the Latin verb rogare,
meaning ‘to ask’, this reflects the praying to God for protection from calamities, especially
devoted to Gods blessings on agriculture and industry.
We were very pleased to be joined by The Grays Town Band and for the first time life almost
seemed back to normal.

» We prayed for water – overlooking the Thames
» We prayed in the churchyard – blessing those you created the landscape
» We blessed the fields, the animals (with unprompted sound effects from the

nearby fields) and those who work the land
» We blessed our communities
» And blessed our rest and our lives.

We finished with a cup of tea and a biscuit
Give thanks to the Lord for he is good, his love endures forever.
With blessings

Kathy



The Deanery service of Confirmation at St. Catherine’s

On the afternoon of Sunday 15th May the Bishop of
Bradwell, The Right Reverend Dr John Perumbalath,
confirmed several candidates from churches in the
Deanery at a service of confirmation at St. Catherine’s.
The picture shows Bishop John with the candidates after
their confirmation including, from our parish, Pam
England, Carole Harris and Valerie and Les Schwar.
After the service refreshments were available and there
was a real “buzz” in the church as the Bishop spoke with
the candidates and other members of the congregation.
Now for some personal thought on the occasion……….

"Sunday 15th May will be a day I shall always remember. It was the day that I, Carole, Valerie
and Les were all confirmed at St Catherine's along with nine other people from other churches.
After all the nerves leading up to the day, the service was great, and we all had lots of support
from Rev Michele and all our church family. Thank you everyone.”

Pam England
“Les and I would like to say a big thank you for everyone’s well wishes and prayers, for Les-
lie when he was very ill, with the grace of the Lord above he is slowly getting stronger every
day.
What a day Sunday the 15th turned out to be, it was our confirmation day along with Pam
England and Carole Harris. Les and I did not realise it would be such a big affair with all the
pomp and circumstance. It was an absolute brilliant service, so much in fact we both felt a
fulfilment in the confirmation. We both were overwhelmed with everyone’s good wishes,
cards and presents. Everyone made it so special.
We would like to thank Michèle for all her hard work in preparing the service and a big thank
you to everyone involved in getting the church and refreshments ready.
Blessings to everyone,”

Val and Les Schwar

Techie trouble
The vicar had technical problems with the sound system one Sunday. Instead of starting the
service as usual with ‘The Lord be with you’, he muttered: “There’s something wrong with
the microphone.”
Not hearing this, the congregation responded: “And also with you.”





PARISH DIARY FOR  JUNE
All services and events  may be changed in the light

of any COVID developments. Please see our
weekly newsletter for the latest information. It can be found on our

Website: www.stcatherinesthurrock.org.uk

       1 Jun     Mid-week Communion at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
       2 Jun  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

       5 Jun     Pentecost Sunday
                        Parish Communion at St. Catherine’s      10.00am

Picnic in the churchyard at St. Catherine’s from   2.00pm
Service of Celebration and Thanksgiving    4.30pm

       8 Jun     Morning Prayer at St. Francis        10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
       9 Jun  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      12 Jun   Trinity Sunday
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s      10.00am

Committal of Ashes         12noon
  Wedding Rehearsal           3.00pm
      15 Jun    Mid-week Communion at St. Francis       10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      16Jun  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      19 Jun   1st Sunday after Trinity
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s      10.00am
  Private service of Celebration at St. Catherine’s      3.00pm

N.B. no afternoon service at St. Francis
     20 Jun Wedding at St. Catherine’s         4.00pm
     22 Jun     Morning Prayer at St. Francis        10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      23 Jun  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm

      26 Jun   2nd Sunday after Trinity
  Parish communion at St. Catherine’s led by Fr. Matt Drummond  10.00am
   Open afternoon at St. Catherine’s      2.00-4.00pm
      29 Jun     Morning Prayer at St. Francis        10.00am
                      Then the community support “drop in”                 10.30am-noon
      30 Jun  Foodbank at St. Francis         11.00am-1.00pm
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Life Events during May
Baptisms
   1 May  Pam England
Weddings

None
Committal of ashes
   7 May  Dennis Mercer
Funerals
  26 May  Dorothy Collen
  31 May  Kenneth Carver
Burials
  None

Dorothy Collen
A number of members of our congregation attended Dorothy’s funeral on Thursday 26th.
Dorothy had been in Cedar Court care home for some years as she was sadly suffering
from Dementia. The older members of the congregation like myself have many happy
memories of Dorothy and of course her husband Dick. They met at the Bata factory in
Maryport Cumbria and moved to Essex in the early 70s when Dick an Essex boy from
Fobbing moved back as Chief Chemist at the East Tilbury factory. Dorothy remained a
very proud Northener a generous supporter of the RNLI and was active alongside Dick in
Rotary and The Inner Wheel.
They lived in Corringham and very soon became extremely active members of our Church
family. Dick looked after the Churchyard and became Churchwarden alongside Alf
Hutchinson. It became a two family arrangement with Dorothy and Frances looking after
the Open afternoons.
When we were without an Organist Dorothy who played the piano started to play the Organ
always reminding us that “i’m not a proper Organist” and insisting that we used Northern
tunes. She was dedicated and went for to London for lessons and became a very proper
Organist. After Dick’s death Dorothy continued to play the Organ and was a member of
the PCC before she had to retire on health grounds.. Despite going in to care Dorothy
continued to attend and support  St.Catherine’s  regularly and attended services until the
clinicians advised John Bell against bringing her to Church.
A character and a caring member of our Church family the service at the crematorium
was moving and an appropriate tribute to a special lady.

Norman King



Chris Ford
44, Northumberland Road
Linford, SS17 0PU
T:   01375 675863
E:   pewtalk@talktalk.net

The Priest in charge
REVD. MICHÈLE MARSHALL
The Rectory
24, Somerset Road, Linford
Stanford-le-Hope
Essex, SS17 0QA.
Telephone: 01375 671754 email: mjmarshall@fastmail.co.uk

PEWTALK Editor

The Services
 1st & 3rd Sunday’s, 10am at St. Catherine’s ‘Worshipping Together’.
 1st Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Catherine’s ‘Holy Communion’.
 3rd Sunday’s, 4.30pm at St. Francis informal Service of Holy

Communion (Café style).
  2nd, 4th & 5th Sundays 10am at St. Catherine’s Holy Communion.

Wednesday 10.00 a.m. Holy Communion at St. Francis
For Baptisms, Weddings or Funerals please contact Revd. Michèle Marshall

St. Francis Centre
The centre is available for hire at
very reasonable rates. To discuss
availability please contact:
Revd: Michèle Marshall or

Patricia Strong at:

patricia.a.strong@outlook.com

The Churchwardens
COLIN STRONG T: 07591 708955
E:- warden.colin.stcatherines@gmail.com
KATHY BIRD T: 07920 794716
E:- warden.kathleenbird@yahoo.com
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